
THE GRADUATE 
Issue 179 September 2023 

 

 

At the creation of the ANG NCOAGA in July 1968 at the graduation of class 68-B 
the mission agreed upon was “To serve the home unit and the community in 
which we lived.” -106 Chapters were formed of givers not takers…Col. Morrisey 



In This Issue 

• From the President 

• From the BOD 

• Elections 

• Scholarship Win-

ners 

• Past Presidents 

• GMM53 Info 

• BOD Listing 

• Membership 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Contact Us 

The Graduate 
18112 N Plaza Ct 
Surprise, AZ 85374 

Greetings From The President…           

 

Greetings from hot and humid Nebraska. We have 

had a very unusual summer this year, above average 

rainfall, and cooler temps than normal. Then comes 

August and our rainfall has stopped, and our temps 

have been above normal almost every day. The only 

good thing is we have not had many terrible storms. 

The crops in the fields look pretty good across the state. I hope that 

you all are safe and enjoying your families during this year.  

Your Association is in good hands. The current Board of Directors 

are fully engaged and working to accomplish all the goals that were 

set forward at last year’s membership meeting. The scholarship pro-

gram has been completed on schedule. The winners have been noti-

fied and the checks are being sent to the winners to assist them with 

their college expenses. Thank you to the Vice President for accom-

plishing this process.  

The membership meeting planning is mostly completed, and we are 

finalizing all the details. Your Parliamentarian has been working on 

this process. Our Ways and Means director has completed the hand-

made quilt and the drawing tickets are for sale. Our TEC director is in 

contact with the Commandant and Commander at the TEC. The 

Treasurer is busy working on the budget for next year and preparing 

the summary for this past year. Our Membership director continues 

to do an outstanding job with renewals and new memberships and 

our membership database is current and correct. Not only is the 

Graduate director publishing this issue, but she provides us with the 

Zoom connection for each meeting and is updating our website. Last-

ly the Secretary provides the board with a meeting agenda every 

month. She records the meeting minutes and sends them out to the 

board for approval at the next meeting. Lastly, she updates our web-

site and Facebook page with all the minutes and upcoming activities. 

It is a team effort entirely and I just keep them all encouraged and 

supported however I can.  

Our General Membership Meeting 53 is on schedule for October 7
th
 

starting at 1000 hours. The Board selected Lincoln, Nebraska as the 

site to accomplish this meeting. Our attorney’s office is located near 
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downtown, and they have graciously allowed us to use their conference room for the meeting. 

There is no conference fee for this year. Chapter 76 will be taking care of the noon meal and 

the hospitality room. Our host hotel is the Cornhusker Marriot located in downtown Lincoln. 

They have given us a great room rate of $98 per night plus tax. Everyone should have gotten 

the postcard that was mailed out early in August reminding everyone that we will be voting on 

the changes to our Article of Incorporation and Bylaws during this meeting. Those proposed 

changes were read at last year’s meeting, and this will be the second and final reading. If you 

cannot attend in person, we will have the Zoom up so that you can participate via Zoom.  

We will also be selecting the topics for next year’s scholarship program. If you have any ideas, 

and would like them considered, please send them to our secretary or to me. Lastly, we will be 

conducting the election of officers. The positions that are to be elected are President, Vice 

President, Secretary, Treasurer, and Membership director. If you are interested in any of these 

positions, you can send your nomination to Lang Anderson on AGH form 6-13. His email ad-

dress is langanderson1@gmail.com. 

Our Association needs involvement at the chapter level. There are a few of you that are still 
busy in your units, and we thank you for your efforts. If I can provide any guidance to you feel 
free to contact me. You can call or text me at 402-875-1205.  If you call and I don’t answer 
leave me a message and I will get back to you. Or you can email me at 
twins68521@yahoo.com. It is my pleasure to serve you. 

 

Doug Schulz, CMSgt (Ret) 

President, NCOAGA Chapter 1 
twins68521@yahoo.com 
 

 
 
  

mailto:langanderson1@gmail.com
mailto:twins68521@yahoo.com
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From the 1st Vice….. 

Greetings to all.  As the 1st Vice President I am in charge of the Schol-
arship committee. Scholarships are a vital part of our organization and 
our commitment to furthering the education of young people and mem-
bers of the NCAGA.  

In this issue of The Graduate you will find the winning essays for this 
year's Scholarships. Thanks to all that took the time to write an essay 
and send in their applications for the scholarships. Congratulations to 
the winners. We, the Board of Directors, are looking for suggestions for 
topics for next year. If you have any suggestions please let me know. 
You can find my contact information below, in the Graduate, or on 
our website www.NCOAGA.com  

Kevin Uthe, CMSgt (Ret) 
1st Vice President, NCOAGA Chapter 1 
kduthe57@hotmail.com 

http://www.NCOAGA.com
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From the Parliamentarian… 

It was forty-two years ago that I walked across the stage at Patriot Hall, McGhee Tyson -- an ANG NCO 

Academy Graduate at last.  It was a proud moment in my military career, and it took some persistence 

to get there.  I had submitted five different applications over three years and each time was told the 

Academy had no open slot for me.   

Then, one sunny Lincoln afternoon as I was sitting on the wing of my aircraft, a messenger from the 

Base Education Office came running through the hangar and breathlessly asked if I could be in Knox-

ville in 48 hours.  I said “yes!” and before I knew it, had packed my bags, boarded a plane in Lincoln, 

and was winging my way to Tennessee.  

I enjoyed the learning and the challenges, especially with CMS Ed Cherry serving as my Flight Faculty 

Advisor.  Chief Cherry held a PhD in Education from the University of Tennessee and held strong views 

different from my own.  He engaged me in debating a variety of topics, and I happily sparred with 

him, sometimes for hours on end.   

After graduation, even before I boarded the plane home, I realized the Academy experience left its 

mark on me in two important ways:  One, I had fallen in love with the beautiful Smokey Mountains of 

East Tennessee. Two, I was going to miss the friendships and spirited discussions of the Academy.    

So, I couldn’t wait to start attending the national seminars, to reconnect with my classmates and to 

resume my discussions with Chief Cherry.  My very first experience was Seminar 13 in Springfield, IL, 

and I was hooked.   

This year marks the 55th anniversary of the founding of the ANG NCO Academy, first at Hamilton AFB, 

CA, eventually relocated to McGhee Tyson, TN.  The Academy has touched and improved thousands 

of students and, by extension, the lives of the thousands they have touched in their respective ca-

reers. Our Association was formed to perpetuate the values and traditions we learned there.   

The General Membership Meeting is fast approaching.  We hope to see you here in Lincoln, NE, from 

6 through 8 October - but we are also offering Zoom access this year for those members who want to 

participate remotely.  We will discuss important issues and we want and appreciate your input.  

See the NCOAGA Facebook page and website for all the details, start times, lodging, Zoom access, etc.  

As your National Parliamentarian, I look forward to seeing your smiling faces in October.  

Lang W. Anderson, III, SMSgt (Ret) 
Parliamentarian NCOAGA, Chapter 1 
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From the TEC Liaison… 

 

Greetings:  

The TEC provides additional training and opportunities for our great ANG, AF and AFRC.  I suggest 

you log on to the website to view educational articles, course descriptions and other pertinent in-

formation. (https://www.angtec.ang.mil) 

Construction continues at the TEC and we are working with the Heritage Committee, 134th CE and 

TEC to ensure the brick placements are presentable and at an appropriate location on cam-

pus.  More information will be following in other Graduate Newsletters.  I will include photos of 

campus construction when completed and outlined the changes made on all buildings.  Stay tuned! 

 

BRUCE D. DAMROW, CMSgt (Ret) 
Liaison to TEC, NCOAGA Chapter 1 
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From the DAL Ways & Means… 

Be Square 

We currently have $12,550 Be Square Pledges up for adoption.  If any individual or Chapter 

would like to adopt-a-state please go to the NCOAGA website under the donation tab, then 

the Be Square tab and you will find the adoption form to fill out.  Please either email or send 

to me via snail mail.   You can use the PayPal link for payment or send a check to my ad-

dress on the form.  When using the PayPal link please use the comment section to state the 

intention of the Be Square donation.  The states of the adoptees are HI, IA, TN (3), IL (2), 

SC, AR, OH, MD, UT, MI, and Puerto Rico. 

Fundraising 

For the GMM53 meeting I will have a quilt made for the raffle.  Contact me or any board 

member for tickets.  $1 each or six for $5. 

We also are planning another silent auction; details are on the NCOAGA Facebook and 
website.  All proceeds will go to our scholarship fund. 

 

Sue Turner, CMSgt (Ret) 

DAL Ways and Means, NCOAGA Chapter 1 
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President
Vice President

Secretary
Treasurer

Membership

2023 – 2024 
ELECTION 

OF 
OFFICERS

Officer positions are one-year terms.  Interested 
NCOAGA members in good standing (paid dues) must 
submit an Association Guidance Handbook (AGH) 
Form 6-13, Nominating Form, to Director at Large 
(DAL), Parliamentarian, SMSgt (Ret) Lang Anderson 
at langanderson1@gmail.com or in person at 
GMM53, 7 October 2023, Lincoln, NE. If you have any 
questions, please direct them to the DAL 
Parliamentarian. AGH Form 6-13 can be located at 
The Association Guidance handbook (ncoaga.com)
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WILLIAM M. GOYER WINNER 
Alexandra Brown 

What is America’s Biggest Threat, Russia, or China?  Why? 

 America’s biggest threat is China. The 2022 National Defense Strategy identifies both China and Russia as threats 
to our National Security for different reasons. China to undermine our alliances and security partnerships in that re-
gion and Russia’s record of aggression. China surpasses Russia as America’s biggest threat due to population, technol-
ogy, and military prowess. 

 Russia is weak from their war with Ukraine. I think the world expected Russia to attack Ukraine and the conflict to 
be an easy win for them. This has been far from the case. Ukraine has held their own against Russia. National news 
estimates Russia has lost around 100,000 men to the conflict. Meanwhile, a simple Google search ranks China num-
ber 1 in military strength with about 4 million. As a comparison, the US military strength is about 2.1 million and Rus-
sian numbers are around 3.5 million which was estimated before the losses in the conflict.  While military strength 
isn’t enough to provide a good assessment, there is something to be said about military experience, raw numbers of 
people who can fight and superpower status in the world. China’s goal is to be the only superpower and is reaching 
towards that goal in totality which technology is a big factor. 

 China has spent about 66 billion dollars in research and development in recent years.   They are working on new 
aircraft carriers, 5th and 6th generation fighters (which rely heavily on technology) and they work with private technol-
ogy firms. They are wiggling their way into American culture by tracking our social media usage via TikTok which will 
help them to control software and public narratives. We will likely never see conventional warfare such as what we 
experienced in the Great Wars, Vietnam, Korea or Desert Storm, Afghanistan anymore. Wars will be fought through 
artificial intelligence, attacking power grids, shutting down the vital networks we rely on to survive. China’s continued 
increase in technological advances will place themselves in a position to be leaps and bounds above the world if we 
are not careful and do not keep up with their continued progression in these areas. China’s military progress is also 
cause for concern. 

 As mentioned, they are utilizing their research and development teams for new equipment and technologies. They 
are looking at Taiwan for a strategic advantage. While they annoyed Europe with the Ukraine War, they are perfectly 
content with pushing the envelope.   China may be in decline as they are the biggest importer of food and things 
needed to grow food.   They are looking for a way to ease their burdens. Through the Ukraine war, Russia was proven 
they are incompetent in military strategies. Their complete supply system broke down very early in their conflict ren-
dering them hopeless. Meanwhile China is learning from this and testing the limits on advanced weapons systems 
and response times. 

 Secretary of Defense, Lloyd Austin in a press brief said, “China has the intent and power to do it.” While this differs 
from what Geopolitician Perter Zeihan feels (Podcast interview with Jack Carr). I feel China’s motivation to survive 
and absolute goal to be the world’s only superpower is enough. China does have its downfalls. President Xi Jinping is 
the sole power in the country. There are no advisors to question his tactics or challenge his thinking which makes the 
country weaker, they still have strong research and development going on. China is proud of their genocides which 
alienates the world; however, their population appears to be loyal.  Maybe it’s loyalty out of fear, but they still have 
the raw numbers to overwhelm other militaries. China also as depressed birth rates despite the repeal of the One 
Child Policy. Russia and the United States also have depressed birth rates. While Russia is a bit upside down (an older 
population vs a balance of young and old) the United States appears to be more balanced.  Russia can’t sustain a long 
conflict. They are barely surviving the Ukraine conflict. While this conflict is still Russia’s to “win”, regardless of the 
outcome, it’s bound to leave them weak and the time it takes them to rebuild far outweighs them being a bigger 
threat over China. 

 Should the United States be complacent, China will use their technological advances and sheer strength in num-
bers to infiltrate the American way of life and next thing we know our technology will be compromised and we will be 
in a position where we can’t defend ourselves.   Good thing we have super smart think tanks and senior leaders at the 
highest levels who are aware of our vulnerably and can mitigate anything China can throw at us.     



NCOAGA—The Graduate                              10 

BENNIE S. FRICK WINNER 
Thomas Camp 

I believe that China poses a bigger threat to the United States and its citizen’s security than 
Russia.  Russia has a history of undermining American elections and has a stronger military, but that 
military has been exposed heavily throughout the war with Ukraine, and we now know how to com-
bat some of Russia’s deviousness. When it comes to China, there are many other reasons why they 
are threats to the United States.  There are several recent accounts of espionage in China. Their 
economy is also the second biggest in the world, just behind America, with China being where a lot 
of products sold in the United States come from.  

 China poses a threat to the individual citizens of the United States with their espionage. For 
about a week from late January-early February, a Chinese spy balloon flew across the entire span of 
the United States collecting data. The United States government did not shoot down the balloon 
due to the threat of it falling on citizens. This scared the citizens of the United States because of the 
threat of information being stolen and  falling into the hands of the Chinese Government, which has 
a history of data stealing.  Over the past few years, news of the Chinese company TikTok stealing 
people's information from all over the world has been verified,  and combined with the 
“surveillance balloon” flying over the United States, many American citizens reignited concerns 
about their data security. People are scared their information will get stolen by a country with a 
deep history of espionage and stealing information. A few states have joined multiple universities 
across the country that have started to ban the use of TikTok on their WIFI because of the security 
threat it poses. These states and universities are taking active steps to try and protect their users’ 
data.  I hope the government takes additional steps to protect Americans from what the Chinese 
government might try to do with open access to American citizens' data.  

China also has the economic power and leverage to completely undermine our entire coun-
try’s supply chain. So much of what we stock on our shelves come from China that they could simp-
ly just not sell any goods to us, and our entire country would have to find other means for food and 
products. We saw some of this during COVID when many store shelves were empty, and many elec-
tronic devices were unavailable due to not being produced in China or shipped from China as quick-
ly as we needed them.  In the last decade, China’s economy has more than doubled to make up al-
most a fifth of the global GDP. While Russia has a GDP similar to that of Italy, China’s economy is 
vastly growing and might soon overtake the United States for the top spot in the world. That is 
something that I think poses more of a threat to the United States than the military of Russia which 
gets so much praise yet has struggled mightily to take down Ukraine.  

The United States has the military to confidently take on any country in the world, so while a 
rogue leader with nukes might be scary, in my opinion, an economy that has the power to under-
mine the United States and overtake them for the top spot scares me more. I definitely believe that 
China poses a higher threat to the United States than Russia does. 

Resources: 

https://www.cnn.com/2022/10/14/economy/china-party-congress-economy-trouble-xi-intl-hnk  

 

https://www.cnn.com/2022/10/14/economy/china-party-congress-economy-trouble-xi-intl-hnk
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Dear NCOAGA Chairman of the Scholarship Committee, 

Thank you for considering me for the Bennie Frick Scholarship.  Three years from now my goal 
is to have graduated from the University of Alabama with a major in news media with a concentration 
in sports media, and a double minor in both sports management and digital, public, and professional 
writing. I plan to use the experience I’ve gained and the connections I have made at the University of 
Alabama (UA) to pursue a career in journalism. It doesn’t matter where I start because I have seen lo-
cal Charlotte sports reporters work their way up to the ACC Network and then onto ESPN. If I use what 
Alabama teaches me, then I do not doubt that I can accomplish my goals.  

One of the recent opportunities that UA has to offer that I have taken advantage of is the start-
up of the eighth student chapter nationwide of the National Sports Media Association (NSMA). The 
NSMA holds an awards banquet and convergence summit each year specifically for college students. 
During the summit, various professionals give workshops and present on topics to help college stu-
dents learn more about the field of sports media. The awards banquets allow all members to get to-
gether and celebrate as well as network with each other. I will be attending the summit and banquet 
this summer to get connected with and meet various professionals in the sports media industry that 
will hopefully help my career in the long run. Next school year I plan on applying for the school news-
paper, The Crimson White, as either a sportswriter or photographer. They also have a program more 
focused on the behind-the-scenes of sports production at UA, called Crimson Tide Productions, and a 
sports radio network in the area called Tide 100.9. I plan on applying to one of, if not both, those pro-
grams next year as well.  

The University of Alabama cost calculator for the 2023-24 school year is just over $53,000 for 
out of state students. In addition, my twin sister will be attending Clemson University next year.   My 
stepsister, who is a rising senior in high school, will be applying to colleges next year and finding out 
how much that will cost her and my family. It means a lot to me that I could earn the Bennie Frick 
scholarship because of how expensive the University of Alabama's out-of-state rates are, and how 
helpful it will be to my family who are already helping to pay for 2 children in college, with a 3rd one 
next year. 

This  summer I am working 30 hours + each week at Walmart to save money for college.  My 
goal is to continue focusing on my studies while in school without having to feel the pressure to 
work.  My GPA for the year is 3.96.  I made the Dean’s list in the fall and the President’s list in the 
Spring with a 4.0 GP for that semester.  Earning this scholarship would help me towards my goal of 
continuing to focus on academics by not having to worry about the need to work. Earning this scholar-
ship so I don’t have to work during the academic year would also give me the time to participate in the 
extracurricular activities I am a part of and to pursue internships, trips, or other activities that relate to 
my future career. I believe these extra opportunities would help me learn more about my field and 
gain valuable experiences, which will make me a better employee in the future. 

I appreciate that you awarded me this scholarship last year, and I would be honored to earn it 
again this year. 
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SENIOR DIVISION WINNER 
Jade Schulz 

What is America’s Biggest Threat: Russia Or China? 

Assessing the bigger threat to the United States between Russia and China is a complex and subjective matter. Both 

countries pose significant challenges, but the nature of their threats differs in several ways. The perception of which 

country poses a bigger threat can vary based on one's perspective and interests. Some argue that China's economic 

power and technological advancements could lead to long-term challenges, such as economic competition and po-

tential military conflict. Others believe Russia's aggressive actions and nuclear capabilities make it a more immedi-

ate and direct threat. It's important to note that geopolitical dynamics can evolve over time, and new developments 

can impact the relative threat levels. 

It's important to note that U.S. foreign policy considers both Russia and China as strategic competitors, and the U.S. 

seeks to address their respective challenges through diplomacy, economic measures, military deterrence, and alli-

ances with other countries. Determining which threat is bigger is subjective and depends on various factors, includ-

ing the context, specific U.S. interests, and policy priorities. It is crucial for the United States to address both chal-

lenges and employ a nuanced approach, while also seeking opportunities for cooperation where interests align. 

China presents a different set of challenges due to its economic, military, and technological capabilities. China is the 

world's most populous country and the second-largest economy, rapidly expanding its military, including the devel-

opment of advanced weaponry and expanding its naval capabilities. China's advancements in technology, such as 

artificial intelligence and cyber capabilities, raise concerns about intellectual property theft and cyber espionage. 

China's other advancements in emerging technologies like 5G networks and quantum computing could challenge 

the United States’ technological leadership and have potential implications for national security. Additionally, its 

human rights record and lack of transparency in areas like trade practices have attracted attention. China's human 

rights record, including its treatment of Uighur Muslims in Xinjiang and crackdowns on pro-democracy movements 

in Hong Kong, has drawn international criticism and affected its relations with the United States. 

Russia remains a formidable challenge to the United States in several areas. Russia is a nuclear-armed nation and a 

major geopolitical player. Russia possesses a significant nuclear arsenal, making it one of the few countries capable 

of causing catastrophic damage. It also possesses a significant military capability. Russia has demonstrated sophisti-

cated cyber capabilities and has been accused of state-sponsored cyberattacks, including interference in foreign 

elections and infrastructure hacking. Russia's annexation of Crimea in 2014 and its ongoing involvement in the con-

flict in Ukraine have raised concerns about its intentions in the region. Russia has been accused of conducting disin-

formation campaigns to sow division and undermine democratic processes in the United States and other Western 

countries. However, Russia's economy faces challenges, and its global influence may be limited compared to China. 

Russia's and China's political interests differ in several key aspects, reflecting their distinct historical, geopolitical, 

and ideological contexts. It's important to note that while these differences exist, Russia and China also share cer-

tain commonalities in their political interests, such as their emphasis on national sovereignty, opposition to Western 

hegemony, and pursuit of their respective national security priorities.  



 

 

Both Russia and China are guided by the principles of socialism. Russia's political interests are influenced by its histor-

ical legacy as a successor state to the Soviet Union. It often promotes a conservative approach to governance, em-

phasizing traditional values and state sovereignty. China's political interests blend Marxist-Leninist ideology with 

market-oriented economic reforms. The Chinese Communist Party maintains a dominant role in the country's politi-

cal system and seeks to maintain social stability and economic growth. 

Russia often challenges the existing international order, viewing it as dominated by Western powers and seeking to 

assert its own influence. It frequently opposes Western interventions and supports non-interventionist principles in 

international affairs. China seeks to reform and adjust global governance institutions to accommodate its interests 

and perspectives, while promoting a multipolar world order and the principle of non-interference. 

Russia's political interests often revolve around its regional influence and maintaining a sphere of influence in its 

neighboring countries. It seeks to safeguard its borders, maintain stability in its periphery, and assert itself as a major 

player in global affairs. Russia also often forms alliances and partnerships with countries that share its geopolitical 

concerns or oppose perceived Western dominance. It has developed close ties with countries like Belarus, Syria, and 

Iran, and maintains strategic partnerships with some emerging powers. Whereas, China's political interests are more 

global in nature. While it also seeks to protect its territorial integrity, its primary focus is on expanding its influence 

beyond its immediate neighborhood. China is actively involved in shaping the international order, establishing eco-

nomic ties, and pursuing strategic partnerships worldwide. China pursues partnerships and alliances based on its 

economic and strategic interests. It seeks to enhance cooperation with countries that can contribute to its economic 

development and provide access to resources and markets. China has established the Belt and Road Initiative to pro-

mote connectivity and economic integration with partner countries. 

Russia's economic interests are closely tied to its energy resources and export-dependent economy. It seeks to pro-

tect its energy markets, secure favorable trade agreements, and diversify its economy away from dependence on oil 

and gas. China's political interests are centered around its economic development and the pursuit of economic pros-

perity. It focuses on expanding its market access, securing resources and supply chains, and fostering innovation and 

technological advancement. 

In conclusion, while both China and Russia pose significant challenges to the United States, it is important to assess 

which country presents the greater threat. As the global landscape continues to evolve, it is important for policymak-

ers, diplomats, and analysts to remain vigilant in monitoring both China and Russia, as well as other emerging 

threats, in order to devise comprehensive strategies that address the complexities of the 21st-century geopolitical 

landscape. By acknowledging the nuances and interconnections of these challenges, the United States can adapt and 

respond effectively to safeguard its national security and promote a stable world. 
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USAA SENIOR WINNER 
Evan Schulz 

What is America’s Biggest Threat: Russia or China? 

America’s biggest threat is Russia. The reason that I feel Russia is our biggest threat is based on current 
aggressive military activity, their threat of cyber-attacks, and nuclear arms.  In addition to their willingness to 
challenge National order. Assessing Russia’s current military activity in comparison to China, Russia is actively us-
ing their power to attack a neighboring country to strip them of their power and take over their territory.  China 
may have a large military presence, but they are not currently using miliary force. Russia has shown aggressive 
behavior in their move into Ukraine and threats against other countries who come to the aid of Ukraine.  Based 
on Russia’s threats followed by their action and behavior there is an ongoing concern for the security of the 
neighboring countries as well as those that try to provide support to Ukraine.  Russia is using their military power 
in combination with aggressive action to show dominance, create fear, and increase power.  It is evident that 
they are willing and ready to attack another country that they perceive as a threat. 

NATO is a group that defends other countries, this means that if Russia starts attacking any other country, 
for instance Poland or Finland as they are right next to Russia, this will cause NATO and the US to come to the 
defense of these countries and pull the US into a war with Russia. Russia’s leader, Putin, does not operate by the 
rules of international order. For instance, in 2014 Vladimir Putin said that he wanted to create a new world order 
that is “more friendly to Russian interests”.  As a result, he increased and modernized the Russian military to be 
able to support his ideals. 

Russia also poses threats that are or could be directed at the US like cyber-attacks that attack our political 
system. Russian cyber-attacks are aimed to spread misinformation in a continual attempt to affect the US demo-
cratic system. For example, the US Senate select committee on intelligence determined that Russia had inter-
fered with the 2016 presidential election by manipulating the voting machines and the processing of the polls. 
They hacked voting machine companies, and slowed disinformation and discord through social media channels.  
In 2017 American Civilian Agencies were told to remove Kaspersky Lab anti-virus software from networks be-
cause of concern that Russian intelligence agencies could use it to spy on the US government.  In addition, they 
had sanctions put in place to interfere with the 2020 presidential election.  That same year there was also an inci-
dent where the US government suffered multiple data breaches due to Russia hacking of Solar Winds software. It 
has also been revealed that hackers working for the Russian foreign intelligence service were exploiting 5 vulner-
abilities to attack US companies and the defense-industrial base. 

Another threat to the US is caused by Russia Nuclear arms since Russia possesses 45% of the international 
nuclear stockpile and the delivery systems that would allow it to target US soil. They are also developing 2 new 
nuclear capabilities, 1 being a hypersonic glide missile making it harder to detect, and a nuclear armed undersea 
torpedo, as well as growing its stockpile of tactical nuclear weapons. There is also a US Nuclear Posture Review 
that says “Russia considers the US and NATO to be principal threats to its contemporary geopolitical ambitions. 
Russian Strategy and doctrine emphasize the potential coercive and military uses of nuclear weapons.” This 
shows that a nuclear strike from Russia however unlikely cannot be ruled out. 

In conclusion, I feel past actions by Russia, in addition to their leader, aggressive military, continued 
threats for cyber-attacks and the risk for nuclear war makes Russia our primary threat.  
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